PREFACE TO VOL. XII

Following is a synopsis of the concluding portion
of Part I. of Le Jeune’s Relation of 1637,—the first
installment thereof having been published in Vol.
XI. of our series:

XXIX. Le Jeune commences chap. x. of his Re-
lation of 1637, by describing the character and prac-
tices of the medicine men (whom the missionaries
call “* sorcerers '’), and discusses the question whether
these persons really have intercourse with the devil;
he inclines to the opinion that such is the case. He
goes on to recount certain superstitious beliefs, cur-
rent among the natives, regarding various matters —
the genesis of thunder, eclipses, and other natural
phenomena; the condition of departed souls; and the
destiny of the human race. The curious legend of
Tchakabech —a wonderful dwarf, who climbed to
the sky, and caught the sun in a net—is also nar-
rated.

The writer then describes the foundation at Quebec
of a seminary for Huron boys. After many difficul-
ties, it was opened with three pupils, a number after-
wards doubled. The seminary soon meets a great
loss in the death of its two most promising lads,
Tsiko and Satouta, as the result of over-eating.
They, however, passed away in a pious frame of
mind, and were baptized just before that event. The



